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Poema vittoriano che si svolge in una scuola religiosa femminile. Una delle giovani, Elizabeth, si innamora
di una ragazza gitana, Emily. La sua passione si intensifica finché la ragazza inizia a temere per la propria
anima. In seguito Elizabeth si sposa. Durante il ballo del matrimonio appare un misterioso personaggio col
volto coperto da un velo. Elizabeth e costui ballando si allontanano dalla moltitudine. Quando alza il velo per
baciare Elizabeth scopriamo che la forestiera ¢ Emily. Non si vedranno pili, ma nel posto dove si
incontrarono cresce uno spino incantato.

The Fayery Thorn Tree

In a hard northern town, by an austere stone kirk
On the edge of wild, heather clad ground

Stood the Patchett sisters’ sombre school

Well known for miles around

For clergymen’s daughter’s it was home

And school and goal alike

Where young ladies spirits were shaped and formed
From girls unruly in spite

And caged in this dungeon’d atmosphere
Like saplings shaded from sun
These young ones stretched towards the light



Of God the mighty one

One gloaming eve, around the school
An eerie light appeared

As if the devil’s changeling

With mischievous purpose neared

The wind had lulled, the air lay still
As evening drew close and heavy
Pregnant skies that lay in wait
Curtained the light in ready

And from this silent world she came
A gypsy with glances fervent

Moon eyes eclipsed by midnight curls
Face spilled with Medusa’s serpents...



